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Thanks for the Support!
J

uly 22 is the date slated for the third Flashlight Drag race of the season in
Greene County at the Waynesburg Airport. We couldn’t be more pleased
with the support that we are receiving from the racers, fans, sponsors, advertisers, and Greene County officials.

Michael Schindel, editor

This year’s racing has been amazing: the weather has cooperated, the new concrete pads on the runway have enhanced driver safety, runway durability, and
race car traction, and the modified track configurations have had a significant
impact. We are happy to report that the Flashlight Drag racing community is
spreading the word, and racers are turning out in record numbers.

We’ve received great feedback about the Event Program. The Program gives readers a quick snap-shot of just
how the Flashlight Drags operate; the rules (more like guidelines) are laid out for everyone to read. Also, in this
Issue, we are introducing a new section entitled Riding Shotgun. Here you’ll find information about some of
our racers. If you like reading the racer profiles, and would like to know more about a particular car or driver,
please let me know.
Next, I want to reiterate our thanks to the Greene County Commissioners, Pam Snyder, Chuck Morris, and
Archie Trader and Parks Director, Jake Blaker, and his hard-working team. Please take a minute to thank the
Commissioners, Jake, or any of the local pilots on race day.
Finally, I want to report that the enthusiasm for the races is soaring. We have more businesses on board with
Sponsorships than we could have imagined:
Title Sponsor

Jack Pratt of
Jack’s Excavating

Event Sponsors

CS Tire
Snyder Performance Engineering (SPE)
Spray-It-Racing
Greene County Tourist Agency
Observer-Reporter
CarCruises.com

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
TalkHotrods.com
Chuck Carnahan of
State Farm Insurance
Rodeheaver’s
Hot Rod & Auto Repair
John’s Sales & Service
OST Dyno

Contributing Sponsors
Elmer’s Engines
Royprographics
BigAlsList.com
Apex Performance
WVstreets.com

These people make the races possible. Keep this list handy, and support these businesses. You can find just
about anything you need to know or buy for racing on this list.
Also, look for the Vendors’ Midway this year. In addition to performance and parts vendors, you’ll find artists,
crafters, antique dealers, and local merchants. Let me know if you would like to be added to the Midway, or
would like to recommend someone. Enjoy the shopping.
And finally … Local Oldies Fans … come early and enjoy the fun, games, and music that only WANB’s DJ Doug
Wilson and his Greaser persona can generate.
See you at the track,
Michael Schindel
Publisher
Altered Gas Performance Events, LLC FLD

Cover photo by

Dan Dishart
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Here’s how
it
works
If you are new to these events,
the following information will
help you to understand the rules.

Simple Rules

These events are intended for street cars
and trucks only!
• SAFETY FIRST!
• Have fun – this is a family-friendly event
• 1/8 mile distance – 660 feet of the fastest
pavement in Greene County
• Valid Driver’s License
• Proof of Insurance
• Current State Inspection (if a PA car)
• DOT Tires
• Burn Outs – Designated Area only
• No Passengers (except Parade Lap)
• Racers must sign Greene County Waiver
• Convertibles – tops up or bring a helmet
• Speed limit in the spectator return
lane 25 MPH
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2012

marks the tenth year of the Flashlight
Drags. We’ve had tons of fun and made tons
of new friends. We’ve received great exposure through
the media, and enjoyed national coverage in Hot Rod
Magazine (February, 2008). Unfortunately, the FAA
wasn’t too pleased with our use of several airports in
the region and threatened to pull federal funding from
any airport allowing the races to continue. Apparently,
the FAA guys didn’t know the Greene County Commissioners. The Commissioners pushed back!
Jake Blaker boldly made the statement: “You’ll be racing in Greene County.” And here we are!

How do I find someone to race?
This is the number one question. Finding a race partner isn’t hard … someone will usually find you. If you
don’t have a race partner, simply drive up to the staging lane and follow the signs to Singles Lane. This lane
is set aside for racers who don’t have a partner or just
want the thrill of racing anyone who pulls up next to
him or her, just like “street racing.”
There is no limit to the number of races you can run.
Our format is simple: win or lose a race, get back in

E D I T O R I A L

F L A S H L I G H T

Waynesburg
Gates open at Noon
Racing from 2pm to 6pm

Sunday, May 21
Sunday, June 24
Sunday, July 22
Sunday, August 26
Saturday, September 8

Pittsburgh Int’l
Race Complex
Racing starts after the PGV event

“Like” us on

SPECIAL EVENT

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix

Saturday, July 14

line and do it again. One year we gave an award to a
racer for running 37 times in one day.

Top Street – these racers are our true street cars,
usually made in the USA

Grudges Races

Big Dog – you’ll know these cars when people say,
“That can’t be a street car!”

Some grudge matches actually go back years – maybe
even decades. These races happen in several different
ways:
• Any racer can call out any other racer and
get in line

Top Tuner – sometimes called imports, usually a less
than 8 cylinder under the hood, in the trunk, or even
behind the back seat
Street Truck – this is a new class, and as the name
implies, it’s for trucks. This will be a wild class.

• Any fan can call out a race – notify the DJ and we
will call out the cars for you

Rain Out Policy

• A grudge match may happen spontaneously as
anticipation in line grows

Who is the fastest?
This is a hard question to answer. We try to stay away
from putting cars into classes, and for the most part,
we don’t classify racers. But everyone asks, “Who is
the fastest?” It must be a result of good old American
competition. So, we give out 8 PINK SLIPS for four
different vehicle types:

All Sunday Rain Outs will be rescheduled for the following Sunday. If the event gets rained out after we
start, keep your numbered and dated ticket for admission for the following Sunday. No one will be admitted
free of charge without a rain check ticket.
NOTE: The Saturday, September 8th race, will not be
rescheduled.

Michael and Turk presiding over
a mandatory drivers’ meeting

www.FlashlightDrags.com | Flashlight Drags
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SIDE by
SIDE

A Hot Rod
Johnny
Gisandaner
By Colby Schindel
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M

ark Gissendaner, owner of GIS AUTOMOTIVE,
is the boss – just ask his son, John, who has been
working ‘for’ his father for years. After many years of
working and learning at the shop, John felt ready to start
work on his own hotrod. Mark agreed to supervise the
project, as long as John did all the work. The job took

F L A S H L I G H T

nearly three years, but John is confident that tackling
every small detail of a build has taught him valuable
skills to someday work ‘with’ his dad in the business …
side-by-side. Now at 18, John has completed an iconic ’32 Ford Coupe and is on his way to becoming an
accomplished builder.
CO NTINUED

N E X T

PAGE

www.FlashlightDrags.com | Flashlight Drags

5

F L A S H L I G H T

F E A T U R E

SIDE by
SIDE

A Hot Rod
Johnny
Gisandaner
CO NT I N UE D

For John, the road that started with a Pinewood Derby car in Cub Scouts is continuing
to lead him toward new and exciting opportunities. Attaining the rank of Eagle Scout,
he learned leadership, budgeting, and project
management skills. Additionally, John is planning to study business models that will provide
a framework for expanding GIS’s services. He
is eager to take on the challenge of continuing
to grow what his dad has created: “I have really
big shoes to fill, and I’m working really hard to
fill them.”
John is off to a great start,
and we wish him the best
in his future endeavors.
FLD
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Dive in to

Greene County.

Upcoming Events:
Pictured: Alpha Aquatic Center, Waynesburg, PA

JUsT 1 mile fROm i-79, exiT 14
Open memorial Day-labor Day 2012

Contact the Greene County Tourist Promotion
Agency for a full calendar of family-friendly,
affordable events, and make a splash in
Greene County this summer.
Call or visit our Web site today!

1-877-280-TOUR (8687)
www.GoGreeneCounty.org
19 S. Washington St., Waynesburg, PA 15370

May 25-27 Horse Show,
Greene County Fairgrounds
May 29 Kelly Miller Circus,
Greene County Fairgrounds
June 8 Summer Open House,
Downtown Waynesburg
June 9 Seafood Fest,
Thistlethwaite Vineyards
June 10 Garden Party &
Doll House Show,
Greene County Museum
June 17 Paddle on the Mon,
Greensboro
June 21-24 Black Diamond
Cluster Dog Show,
Greene County Fairgrounds

www.FlashlightDrags.com | Flashlight Drags
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WINNERS | June 24th

Waynesburg, Greene County Airport

Top Truck

Top Dog

Top Tuner

‘37 Ford pickup | Lisa Slagel
North Hills, Pittsburgh, PA

‘69 Camaro | Mike Baker
Kennerdale, PA

‘86 Toyota SR5 | Justin Ross
Richeyville, PA

Hand-Crafted

Fixed speed or 8 speed models available.
100MPG average. Pennsylvania legal!

724.777.1142

Email: gnusbodyworks@verizon.com
Detail of one of our hand-crafted mopeds
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FIND US ON

FreedomCycles

SPEdiesel.com
SNYDER PERFORMANCE ENGINEERING

And many many more!

For all your turbocharged diesel needs
“IF ITS PERFORMANCE WE CARRY IT FOR YOUR GAS OR DIESEL”

Specializing in
Powerstrokes

Call 724-833-5834

Custom built turbos
designed for specific
applications including
2.6 2.8 3.0 and
compound setups
www.FlashlightDrags.com | Flashlight Drags
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Talkhotrods.com
Is Really About You!
By Hersch

W

hen my good friend
David Sedelmeier suggested I start a website I knew it would
be fun and a lot of work. Thing is,
what would it really be about? Yes I
love cars and yes I will offer an opinion about anything car related but
who should I try to connect with?

The fact that I have always loved grass roots racers, especially
street racers, led me to the answer. I want to connect with
those folks that appreciate what these kinds of people have
accomplished, legally and illegally.
We have done amazingly well for such a small start-up and it’s
because we all have a little street racer in us and we all love to
improvise. Look at the cars and the crowds at the Flashlight
Drags. You can see the passion and excitement that these cars
and the event itself create. That’s what I am after with talkhotrods.com.
I will try to interview as many racers as I can so we can hear
their unique hot rod story.
We all have one.
Thanks Doc, I feel better already. Be careful in the hot rod.
Hersch
Automotive Opinionist
FLD

12

Flashlight Drags | www.FlashlightDrags.com

We’re All About The Trades!

Career Training In:

AUTO • DIESEL • ELECTRICAL • HVAC
www.RosedaleTech.org

(412) 521-6200

RTI is an Equal Opportunity Educational Institution and Employer. ACCSC Accredited Institution, and NATEF ASE Certified.

www.FlashlightDrags.com | Flashlight Drags
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Lisa Slagel

Hometown: Gibsonia, PA
Driver Profile:
For twenty years I have co-owned a car and truck rental
franchise along with a quick oil service station. I have
been doing the FLDs for about 6 years now and it has
been a whole lot of fun. Everyone you meet is so friendly. Some of the best races I have had have been the ones
that I’ve lost, so it’s really about having a good time and
being safe. Forget bracket racing and handicaps, headsup street racing is real drag racing.
Likes - I can go challenge someone to a drag race, and
not worry about sirens pulling up behind me … not that
its ever happened before.
Dislikes – I miss Zelienople!

Car Details
Year: 1937  |  Make: Ford | Model: Highboy pickup
Modifications
• Chevy 427 Tall Block bored and stroked to 496
• 400 Turbo transmission with trans brake
• 9” Ford rear end with 3.50 gears
• Frame is homemade tubing frame
• Homemade aluminum bed among many other parts
All of the work was done by my father, Bill Slagel.
CO NTINUE D

PAGE
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Uniontown, PA
724.430.1970
www.MillersYamaha.com
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State Farm.

NEED AUTO SERVICE?
BRAKES | OIL & LUBE | TIRE BALANCING & REPAIR | WHEEL ALIGNMENTS | BATTERIES
724-627-5766 • 1080 E. High St. - Waynesburg • www.CSTireAndWheel.com

BURNOUT BOX

www.FlashlightDrags.com | Flashlight Drags
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Mike Conforti (aka Quick Z)
Hometown: Allison Park, PA

What are your goals?:
My current 1983 Z28 was purpose-built just for FLD racing. I realized that in order to get people to race you, they
had to think they had a pretty good chance of winning.
Therefore a complete sleeper was in order.
How long have you been a Flashlight Drag racer?
Since 2007.
Modifications
My car looks almost stock on the outside but underneath beats the heart of an all out racecar. The whole
drive train has been replaced and upgraded from stock.
The motor is an all-forged .040 over SBC with a 4” stroke
yielding 410ci of fury. Depending upon the situation
and my mood, I will hit it with anything from a 75-shot
up to a 150-shot of nitrous for some extra horsepower.

16
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Car Details
Year: 1983  |  Make: Chevy | Model: Z28
The car was dynoed at 510 RWHP. The transmission
is a full-competition, turbo 400 built by Carl Rossler.
A 3.5” aluminum driveshaft to a Moser 12-bolt with
3:73 gears. The entire suspension has also been upgraded and the car rides on all poly bushings. I have
developed a FLD launch technique using a progressive nitrous controller. This allows the car to hook a
lot better that most people would suspect on smallish
235-60-15 Mickey Thompson drag radials.

Dennis Craft

Hometown: Mars, PA
Driver Profile:
I currently reside in Mars, PA and I am a courier for Fed
Ex Express. I have been doing the FLDs since the beginning and it hasn’t gotten old for me yet. I love the competition, and the “Run What You Brung” style of headsup street racing.
Likes - I also love how you can race anyone you want
and that the staff is always making improvements for
both racers and spectators.
Dislikes – My only dislikes are that everyone else keeps
getting faster and there aren’t more [events].
Modifications
• LS3 heads/intake
• Custom Comp Cam
• Full Exhaust (with cutouts of course)
• Rossler 4L65e trans, 3800 stall
• 3.90 rear gears

OIL CHANGE

Car Details
Year: 2006  |  Make: Pontiac | Model: GTO-LS 2
All of the engine work was done by me, with a greatdeal of help from friends in various personal garages.
Other work like exhaust welding and rear gear install
were taken care of by Jeff Oppenheim at 1st Try engineering. The car was tuned by Proxses Tuning out of
Centerville, OH. It’s run a best of 11.37s@119mph.

CO NTINUE D

PAGE
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Automotive & Machine Shop

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED

Motorcraft Premium
Synthetic Blend
Oil & Filter Change

21

$

95

Up to five quarts of Motorcraft oil. Taxes and diesel vehicles extra. Disposal fees not included in
some locations. Hybrid high voltage battery test not included. See Service Advisor for vehicle
applications and details. Offer valid with coupon. Expires 6/19/12

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 7a-7p; Sat. 8a-3p

901 East High Street • Waynesburg

724 - 627- 0901

Life is better in the Quick Lane.

hours
Mon. - Fri. 9am-5pm

4859 ALLEGHENY RIVER BLVD - VERONA

Quick Lane is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company.

www.FlashlightDrags.com | Flashlight Drags
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Dan Ross (aka mgtf289)
Hometown: Glenshaw, PA

What are your goals?
I’m originally from Greene County and bought this car
in Waynesburg 48 years ago.  Most of the upgrades were
done on an old dirt floor in a barn at Carmichaels, PA.
I have spent my life working in the automotive field as
owner of 2 NAPA stores until 1987, and currently as an
Engine Rebuilding Equipment Supplier.
How long have you been a Flashlight Drag racer?
I started at Zelie in the early 2000’s when it was called
The Hotrod Circus.
Likes: I like the opportunity to street race legally. I’ve
never been a fan of illegal street racing, never encouraged street racing.
Dislikes: The fact that the Government we pay will not
allow us to use the airports we built.

Car Details (The Original Tuner Car)
Year: 1954  |  Make: MG | Model: TF
Modifications
• Complete Power Train upgrade
• 289 SBF (bored & stroked)
• C-4 Automatic
• Narrowed 9” Ford  Rear
• Trick Flow Heads
• Edelbrock Victor with Holly 750
• 100 Shot of Nitrous
• 1971 MGB Front Suspension with Disc Brakes
• Numerous misc. modifications to keep it safe

REFRIGERATION • AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING
SALES • INSTALLATION & SERVICE

3230 INDUSTRIAL BLVD.
BETHEL PARK, PA 15102

PHONE (412) 851-5345
FAX (412) 851-5349

MIKE’S

HOT TUB & SPA
SALES • SERVICE • REPAIRS
USED HOT TUB SALES
724-437-3708

FULLY INSURED
MIKE HANCAK
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P.O. BOX 323
CHALK HILL, PA 15421
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YOUR AD HERE
Contact Michael at
412-973-8608
or
schindelm@gmail.com

FLD

Reach your Target Market
by placing an Ad in the
2012 Flashlight Drags
Event Programs
This year’s program will reach an estimated 10,000 of the region’s
most die-hard automotive enthusiast.

Don’t miss your chance to be part of this “Keep Sake” publication.
This year’s Program will reflect the exploding car scene in the Western
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and South East Ohio. Reach the people
who need your product or service . . . advertise in the 2012 Flashlight
Drags Event Programs.
Don’t delay . . . contact Michael Schindel today and reserve your Ad
Space in this full color program.
2012 Flashlight Drags Event Programs are packed with advertising
opportunities that can showcase your business:

Program Features
•
•
•
•

Flashlight Drags Racer personalities and their cars
Pull-Out Poster of the Flashlight Drags (full color 16 x 20”)
$2500 sponsorship
Advertisers Bio
Program posted on the following web sites: Flashlightdrags.com;
Talkhotrods.com

Program Benefits
•

Event Sponsors protect your investment – 20% ad discount
for event sponsors

You made a business decision to be part of the Flashlight Drags
event but, what about after the event? Placing an ad in this unique
“Keepsake” is an insurance policy against being forgotten on Monday.
Event Programs are like dash plaques and will be kept long after the
events are over.

•

Establish your business as a “Player” in the Waynesburg
automotive scene.

ACTUAL SIZE

RATE

8.5”x11”*

$500

7.75” x 10.125”
$500

$350

17” x 11”*

$350

$800

Half Page
Center
Spread two pages7.75” x 4.96”
$800

$200

Inside2,
Full3Page
Cover
&4
Double
Truck
(2 page spread)
Inside
Full
Page

Low ad rates make this an affordable way to get noticed

Not an Event Sponsor – Don’t worry, you can still be part of
the Show
• Can’t be at the Flashlight Drags? Be in the Program!
These Races are too important to the future of your business not
to be there in some way.
• Promote your business to your target market
An ad in this year’s Program is an economical way to advertise.
Michael Schindel
412-973-8608
schindelm@gmail.com

AD SIZE

4/C
AdsCover, Back Cover
Inside
Full& Inside
PageBack
4/CCover
Ad

The best way for people to learn about your business is to tell them
about it. The Flashlight Drags are the “jewel” of the Greene County
car scene. Approximately 10,000 enthusiasts will attend these events
during the summer

•

Advertising Rates & Sizes

All ads are 4/color process unless otherwise noted.

Quarter Page

3.88” x 4.96”

$150

Eighth Page

3.88” x 2.39”

$75

Half Page 4/C Ads
Quarter Page

$200
$150

*For ads that bleed, please add 0.125” on all sides of ad. – Live area is
0.25 inside of Card
the trim B/W
– CMYK,Ads
300dpi images only.
Business
$75Save as PDF.

For Additional Information,
Contact:
Michael Schindel
Altered Gas Performance Events, LLC
P.O. Box 119
Bradford Woods, PA 15015
Cell: 412-973-8608
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7th Annual Nashville Nationals

Editor at Large –
Gerry Kerna

I

n May I attended the Goodguys Rod & Custom Association event in Nashville, Tennessee.
Curt Ukasik and his team from RPM Hot Rods
were there to debut the 71 Dodge Challenger they
built for Goodguys as the Grand Prize Giveaway
Car in 2012. The Challenger is based on Don
Carlton’s legendary “Motown Missile.”   It features a 426
Hemi, Tremec transmission, and a trick Roadster Shop
chassis with an independent front and rear suspension.
The “Missile” got rave reviews from the crowd, especially when Curt put it through the paces on the autocross.
It will be traveling to all Good Guys events this year.
Look for a feature in an upcoming issue of Popular Hot
Rodding!
Goodguys is a hot rodding association with over
70,000 members. They offer more than 20 events annually featuring thousands of hot rods, customs,
trucks, muscle cars and classics sprawled throughout

venues such as
fairgrounds, speedways and outdoor stadiums. Events
range from two day affairs attended by 30,000-40,000
people to three day extravaganzas attracting over
100,000 auto enthusiasts.
This trip was my first visit to Nashville, the Music City.
You can find just about any kind of live music there any
night of the week. Although music is the lifeblood of
Nashville, the city offers much else in the way of culture, history, cuisine, pro sports, natural beauty and
Southern charm. In addition, the people are incredibly
friendly. I would go back in a heart beat! FLD
GoodGuys is a registered trademark of the GoodGuys Hot Rod Association
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Western Pennsylvania’s SRT headquarters!

Visit us at:

1625 E High St. Waynesburg, PA 15370
Phone: (724)627-7111

